The following advice was issued to all Ulster Hockey Panel umpires. With the season just about to start I thought it would be helpful if you could forward it on to all your Club Umpires.

With effect from the commencement of the 2011/12 season the Ulster Hockey Union will be introducing a new Match Card. Club officials were instructed on completion of the cards at the UHU Club Forum on Thursday 1st September 2011.

The new Match Card is to be used in all Ulster Hockey matches, Men’s & Ladies, and at all levels from Premier League, through the Senior Leagues and all Junior Leagues. 

Specific instructions to umpires are as follows. Your attention is drawn in particular to the sections in bold:

It is the responsibility of the HOME team to ensure the Match Card is fully completed prior to the beginning of each game (i.e. both home and away team sections completed) All sections must be completed fully and all writing must be legible. The completed Match Card must be passed to the umpires before the beginning of the game. Umpires will retain the Match Card during the game, entering the final score and completing additional offence sections, if required, after the final whistle. 
Details of Yellow and Red Cards must be entered in the appropriate Match Card columns as follows: Card Y/R  -  Enter ‘Y’ for Yellow Card and ‘R’ for Red Card; Green Cards are not recorded.        
Time off  -  Enter the duration of each Yellow Card; if the player does not return to the field of play following a Yellow Card issued late in the game enter the intended duration of the suspension. 
Code  -  Enter the appropriate offence code as defined on the Match Card itself.

Ump  -  Enter your initials so that the Hockey Office knows which umpire issued each Yellow or Red Card. ·         Following completion of the game the Match Card must be signed by both umpires and both team captains as a true record of the events of the match.

Umpires must only sign the card once all details have been completed correctly; once signed hand it to the HOME team captain. ·         
For each Yellow and Red Card issued a separate report must be made by the umpire on the appropriate report form and returned to Ulster Hockey by email within 72 hours. Report Forms are available to download from the Umpiring Section of the Ulster Hockey website. The card report forms must agree with the disciplinary details recorded on the Match Card.

